
Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes 
February 4, 2014 !

Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca
 Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com !
Chair: Bruce Linton 
Vice-Chair: Janet Cameron 
Secretary: Karyn Curtis 
Treasurer:Peter Goold 
Attendees: Karyn Curtis, Melanie Haskins, Martina Sherwood, Andrea Williams, Janet Cameron, 
Jen McGregor, Peter Goold, Karin Torrey,Tom MacLean, Branka Rostovski, Robin Wright, Robert 
Rourke, Xia Zhu, Aaron Corbett, Angela Wordley, Suzanne Vanden Heuvel, Geoff Pearce !
Call to Order – Janet Cameron 
Janet called the meeting to order (Bruce was unable to attend.) !
Free the Children – M. Shepherd’s students 
Several students from M. Shepherd’s class requested funding for a Free the Children initiative. This 
is a joint project with the Free the Children Club and the Environment Club. The students have 
chosen Haiti as their country to help, and water and sanitation as their project. They are trying to 
raise $5,000 (which represents one pillar, or funding for water and sanitation for one village), 
through the sale of stainless steel water bottles. After the earthquake in Haiti in 2010, thousands of 
water bottles were provided to residents. However, these same bottles are now polluting beaches 
and other areas throughout the country.  It is hoped that this initiative will raise awareness around 
the detrimental effects of plastic water bottles, as well as helping the people of Haiti. !
Council agreed to fund $1,000, $700 as a grant and the remaining $300 as a loan, repayable at a 
rate of $.25 per dollar until the loan is repaid. Council will also provide feedback with respect to the 
proposed price of the bottles and the use of local suppliers to eliminate shipping costs. !
Approval of December Minutes – Janet Cameron 
The December minutes were passed. Motion to approve: Tom MacLean, seconded: Suzanne 
Vanden Heuvel !
Chair’s Report –Janet Cameron 
A meeting was held at the end of January to discuss priority-setting for Council. One of the 
suggestions was that Council form several sub-committees, each of which would engage on a 
particular issue or area, meet regularly and report back to Council on progress and developments. 
Suggestions for committees were Extracurricular (clubs, etc.), Academics (e.g., EQAO, math 
tutoring) and Food & Events (pizza, Family Fun Dance, Bake Sale, etc.). It was also suggested that 
Council ask the school what it needs. !
The idea of a Facebook page was discussed, particularly as a means to reach new parents; 
however, it would entail a dedicated effort. Geoff Pearce indicated that the Board has a new policy 
on Facebook pages, which would guide any such endeavour. He will look into this and get more 
information. Knoxdale’s Twitter feed was also discussed, which includes information such as bus 
cancellations. Andrea Williams indicated that she would be willing to update it. !
Another suggestion was that Council meeting participants be able to phone in to meetings. It was 
agreed that this would enable greater participation and could be very useful. !
The idea of having Grade representatives, i.e., a parent representing each grade, was raised. This 
has been tried previously, but with little success, as it has proven difficult to engage many parents 
and to reach them all. Some classes have an email or phone contact list but others do not.  !
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There was some discussion around having more clubs and extracurricular activities. Martina 
indicated that clubs are driven by students’ and teachers’ interests, and staff know that Council 
supports these activities. The challenge is in finding sufficient space for them. Geoff Pearce and 
Aaron Corbet will look into a Lego robotics club. !
Principal’s Report – Martina Sherwood 
Martina began with a short inspirational video presentation, called Lost Generation, and presented 
the following report: Happy New Year!!  Our team was excited to return to school after a restful 
break and we have had a busy month!  Our classes have been enthusiastically engaged in rich 
critical thinking tasks – setting criteria and making judgments -  Which community best suits the 
needs of a businessperson?  How does my province or territory contribute to the wealth of 
Canadian society? What is the best chore I can do to help out at home? Which of the following 
choices do you think is the best example of a paragraph?  What is the best source of renewable 
energy – solar, hydroelectricity? or  Who would make a better Prime Minister, Bugs Bunny or 
Sponge Bob?  These are just some of the questions being considered by our kids.  Their comfort in 
considering complex questions is increasing and their depth of responses and thinking has 
increased.  We will continue to work on our critical thinking skills.  In early April we will be 
welcoming Garfield Gini-Newman into our school – he is lead of the Critical Thinking Consortium 
and a professor at OISE (Ontario Institute for Studies in Education). !
Professional development opportunities have been abundant for our staff – PD focussed on 
Assessment for Learning for our grades 3 and 6 teachers, Kindergarten Networks for the teachers 
and Early Childhood Educators, Principal and Vice-Principal PD focussed on mathematics – 
specifically proportional and algebraic reasoning, grades 5 and 6 teachers have been involved in 
Numeracy Networks, and Arts workshops focussed on integrating other curricular areas are also 
being attended by staff.  This is addition to all the professional learning that happens within the 
walls of our own school both formally and informally. !
Staffing update:  Mme McCloy has moved to senior kindergarten, replacing Mme Leung who 
welcomed a lovely baby girl at the beginning of January; Mme Foote has returned from leave and 
is teaching grade 5 MFI in Chalet number 3; Mme Lannen is replacing Mme Taylor until Mme 
Taylor’s return; Chief Custodian, Domenico Pontone has moved to Osgoode Public School. Cody 
Wagenblass is filling in as our Acting Chief until the Chief position is officially filled.   !
Plans are already underway for the 2014-2015 school year. We held a kindergarten information 
night focussed on a general overview of the OCDSB and general information about the 
Kindergarten program on January 23 and it was very well attended – close to 60 parents.  The 
Kindergarten Registration period took place last week.  To date, we have received 34 registrations.  
We expect more to come.  We will be holding another Kindergarten Information Night on May 15 – 
this will be for parents of students who have registered and have more specific detail about 
Kindergarten at Knoxdale. !
Middle French Immersion Registration begins February 18.  We are holding an information night on 
Thursday from 6:30 to 7:30pm.  Thank you in advance to Jean-Paul Larochette, who will be 
representing parents and KCSC on this evening.  Feeder schools include Briargreen, Leslie Park, 
Manordale, Pinecrest (south of 417) and part of Grant Alternative.   !
The Transfer Application Period is from February 10 to February 21. All schools have a cap on the 
number students they can accept on transfer.  This year our cap is once again zero.  This means 
we are not able to accept any students on transfer.   !
Term one report card will be going home tomorrow.  Interviews are on an as-needs basis.  There is 
not a dedicated PD day for interviews this term.  Of course, teachers are available, as always, to 
discuss the progress of your children.  This will be messaged home with reports. !
Technology at Knoxdale – Recently we have enjoyed the support of a technology coach at 
Knoxdale – he has been working with us on the use of Googledocs and getting our heads into the 



Cloud.  He also assisted us in the assessment of our needs by conducting a technology survey 
with our staff.  This survey will help us continue to develop our technology plan.  We are currently 
awaiting the installation of ceiling-mounted projectors in 14 classrooms.  Our next step is increasing 
the number of tablets in our building. This is a technology that is widely used and a need for greater 
access is apparent. !
An Automated External Defibrillator has been installed in our building!  This has been something in 
the works for a long time and it is comforting to know that this machine is now in our building.  We 
have had many staff trained on the use of the AED through First Aid Courses.   !
Our parking lot!  This is a work in progress. This year we have been experiencing significant 
challenges with our parking lot.  An increase in staffing as a result of full day kindergarten and the 
arrival of winter, creating less space in our parking lot, have been contributing factors.  We are 
working with the facilities department and consulting with the Ottawa Police to help develop better 
plans for our parking lot. To help inform decision-making we conducted a survey on January 23 
during peak morning time.  In a very short period of time (between 8:00 a.m. and 8:25 a.m)., 103 
vehicles accessed the parking lot for the purpose of drop off. One hundred and thirty students were 
dropped off.  Of the 130 students, 48% were entitled to bussing but were not accessing it.  There 
were two groups that emerged as heavy users of the parking lot – Kindergarten – 15% and grades 
7 & 8 – 47%.  Only 60% identified themselves as regular users of the parking lot. That being said, 
in the past two weeks vehicles have been counted and on average 100 vehicles do access the 
parking lot during the peak morning time. This data has allowed us to target specific groups and 
work towards changing drop-off habits.  Our next steps include identifying alternative drop off points 
and continuing our work with the Board to improve the parking lot – what this includes at this time is 
not determined.  A huge thank you to Melanie Haskins and Linda Fouzie for joining our quickly 
formed Parking Lot Committee and braving the cold weather on the 23rd to assist with the survey.  
In our next newsletter a request will be made to our entire school community for input – we want to 
hear from everyone. !
Vice-Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams 
We held a Reader Leader evening session in January, which was very well-attended, and will hold 
another on February 11. It is anticipated that upwards of 50 families will have participated in this 
helpful session on reading to and with young children.  !
We will be using Ontario Focused Intervention Program funds to provide booster group literacy  
support for Grades 1 to 3. The sessions will run twice a week for four weeks, starting with Grade 1 
in early March. Teachers will make recommendations with respect to which students would benefit 
most from attending. !
There will be a Tell Them From Me survey of Grades 4 to 12, as well as one for parents this year. 
More information on this will come out soon. We can add our own question as well, for example on 
bullying.  !
Knoxdale students are participating in a Kids Helping Kids initiative. More information on this will be 
provided at the next meeting. !
Knoxdale parent Shauna Levin arranged a special presentation for Grade 2s and 3s, in which the 
students met Joey, the horse puppet from the play War Horse, which is currently running at the 
National Arts Centre. The students (and teachers and parents) were very impressed with Joey and 
his puppeteers, and thoroughly enjoyed themselves at the War Museum . !
Teacher’s Report – Aaron Corbett 
Volleyball tryouts are ongoing. There will be tournaments for boys and girls at the end of February.  !
The Glee Club will be presenting an event with the Dance Club to raise money for charity. The Craft 
Club is working on a Valentines project involving feather beading.  !



Knoxdale students will be selling popcorn to help support a local school. The Eco Club will be 
showing an eco-movie on Thursdays. !
We are aiming to have Litterless Lunches every day, not just Fridays. There will be a competition 
between classes to promote participation and raise awareness.   !
Grade 6s are playing hockey every Friday, or at least every Friday that the weather permits☺. !
February 21 is Winter Olympics day for the Juniors, which will feature many outdoor “Olympic” 
events. This Friday students are encouraged to wear red and white for the opening of the Olympics 
on Sochi, Russia. 
  
Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold   
Prepared February 27, 2013 
Opening Balance January 1, 2014 $36,828.59 
Deposits 
Pizza $2,197.00 
Total Deposits $2,197.00 
Expenses 
Pizza $540.50 
Pizza $540.50 
Pizza $616.00 
KPS grant/loan $1,000.00 
Total Expenses $2,697.00 
Closing Balance Feb 28 2014 $36,328.59 

1. Bank fees and interest are reported with a 1 month delay. !
OCASC Report – Geoff Pearce 
Trustee Mark Fisher indicated that the cyclical replacement of play structures is being examined in 
an effort to simplify the process. Active transportation to and from school is being encouraged. 
Schools can have an assessment done in this area. !
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 4, 2014, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale Library. !
All are welcome! !!!!!!!!


